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Spring Newsletter 2015 
 
Dear Friends 
 
As usual, since our Winter newsletter we have had many applications for 
loans from women studying a very wide variety of subjects.  It is always 
a pleasure for the trustees to meet those applying, and hear about their 
plans for their training and careers.  Some of their courses have 
surprisingly high tuition fees. They are hard working, determined and 
motivated people, and our modest loans help them to use their abilities 
to contribute to society.  
 
Like all other charities, we have many more applicants than we are able 
to help. This year, we held a fund raising lunch in Berkshire, at Englefield 
house. You can read about it in the newsletter. It was a very enjoyable 
day. We are always thinking of ways to raise more funds for our work.  
The Society archives have several references to fund raising events. A 
hundred years ago, Trustees held garden parties. Perhaps the modern 
equivalent would be running the marathon! If anyone has an idea for a 
fund raising event, do let us know.   
 
Our AGM is to be held this year in June, at the London offices of ING 
Commercial Bank. I hope you will try to attend. As well as the business 
part of an AGM, we will have two beneficiaries to talk to us about their 
careers. Women completing their training, and going on into work, is the 
whole point of what we do. Do come and listen to them. 
 
With all best wishes, 
 

Joanna Murray - Chair 
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Update from our Secretary  
 

We have held two sets of interviews since our 
Winter newsletter.  In November 2014 we awarded 
loans to women studying medicine (2 women),  
Print Journalism and Landscape Management.   
In March we met a young woman who is studying  
a fairly new degree that will qualify her as a Physician Associate.  In this 
position she will work on straightforward cases, with full prescribing 
rights, leaving doctors free to concentrate on more complex cases. The 
role can be based in either a hospital or GP surgery.  One of our other 
successful grantees is studying for a PhD in Trans-disciplinary 
Documentary Film and a short article about her work appears later in the 
newsletter. 
 
Jane Hampson 
 

FfW 2015 Fundraising raffle  
 
Our fundraising raffle that was advertised to members earlier in the year 
raised £1100.  We thank everyone who purchased tickets or donated 
prizes.    The winning tickets were drawn at our fundraising lunch at 
Englefield House on 23 March and the top prize of a champagne lunch 
for two at L’Ortolan, a Michelin starred restaurant in Reading, was won 
by Catherine Haig.  We were also donated prizes such as an original 
watercolour painting, two photographs of the winner’s choice, a voucher 
for Great British Florist and a voucher for Rose and Willard, a clothing 
company. 
 

  

 

 

Andrew McAlistiar Hood, a sculptor 
based at Englfield Garden Centre, 
donated a two-day sculpture 
course.  Andrew displayed some of 
his fantastic pieces around the Long 
Gallery, where we held the lunch, 
and he was pleased to receive a 
commission during the event.   
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Annual General Meeting for 2015 

 
 

will take place at 
  

ING Banking, 60 London Wall, 
London EC2M 5TQ 

On 
Wednesday 10 June at 1.00pm 

 

Sandwich lunch available from 12.30pm 
 

Following positive feedback from last year’s AGM we will again be inviting 
past grantees to tell us about how their interest-free loan from FfW 
helped them on their career path.  We will also be saying farewell to Dr 
Carolyn Boulter who has been a Trustee of Futures for Women for many 
years and is also a past Chairman.   The papers for the meeting are 
included in this newsletter mailing.   I hope as many members as 
possible will be able to join us. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Darwin-inspired learning seeks to  
re-engage children in the living world 
 

As well as being a Trustee of Futures for Women, Dr Carolyn Boulter 
has also been busy co-editing a book called “Darwin-Inspired 
Learning”.   Charles Darwin has been extensively analysed and 
written about as a scientist, Victorian, father and husband. However, 
this is the first book to present a carefully thought out pedagogical 
approach to learning that is centered on Darwin’s life and scientific 
practice.  In an increasingly urbanised world, first-hand observations 
of living plants and animals are becoming rarer. Indeed, some  
 

 

Dr Carolyn Boulter 

 

The AGM is the time when we ask members 
to pay their subscription for the year, which 
remains at £30.  Please pass your payment 
to our Secretary, Jane Hampson, on the day.  
Or alternatively you may like to make a 
payment directly into our bank account:  
 

Barclays Bank 
Branch Sort Code: 20 – 81 – 20 

General Fund 
Account No: 70982032 
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commentators suggest that such encounters are under threat and 
children are living in a time of ‘nature-deficit’. Darwin-inspired learning, 
with its focus on close observation and hands-on enquiry, seeks to re-
engage children and young people with the living world through critical 
and creative thinking modeled on Darwin’s life and science.  A copy of 
the book can be ordered from www.sensepublishers.com  
 
Fundraising lunch at Englefield House 
 
Monday 23 March was the date of our fundraising lunch at Englefield 
House and as well as a beautiful location we were also treated to 
beautiful sunny weather for the whole day. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
After the reception the guests sat down for a two-course lunch of Herb 
Marinated Supreme of Chicken with a Creamy Lemon and Tarragon 
Sauce with crushed New Potato Stack, Thyme Chantanay Carrots and 
Savoy Cabbage followed by Tarte Tatin with Crème Fraiche.  We received 
many compliments on the delicious lunch.   
 
The focus of the event was a presentation by Rosamund Wallinger, who 
has restored the garden at her home in Upton Grey designed by Gertrude 
Jekyll (1834-1932).    Gertrude designed over 400 gardens during her 
lifetime and also wrote over 1000 articles for magazines.  A chance 
meeting with Edward Lutyens 1889 resulted in a close cooperation 
between them over many years. She was a strong influence on his early 
work and helped him to develop his garden design skills.   
 
The garden at Upton Grey was originally designed in 1908 for Charles 
Holme, a leading player in the Arts and Crafts movement.  When 
Rosamund and her family moved to the house they had very little 
knowledge of gardening but that was soon to change with the unearthing 
of this important piece of garden history. They decided to research the 

 

The event started with the 
opportunity to join a guided tour of 
the church on the estate.  
Attendees then arrived at the Long 
Gallery for the canapé reception 
that was sponsored by Tony Roe 
Solicitors, based in nearby Theale.  
We also enjoyed Bucks Fizz 
sponsored by Sainsburys. 
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garden and set about the restoration. What has been recreated is now 
believed to be the most complete and authentic Jekyll garden in 
existence - a living museum of Jekyll design. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After the presentation Rosamund drew the raffle and also donated a copy 
of her book “Gertrude Jekyll’s lost garden – the restoration of an 
Edwardian masterpiece” as one of the prizes. 
 
After lunch guests had the opportunity of visiting the gardens at 
Englefield House.  We would like to thank Zoe Beynon and her family for 
allowing us to use the Long Gallery for our lunch.   
 
The whole event was masterminded by Trustee Carolyn Boulter who 
described it as her “swansong” for Futures for Women.   Carol and our 
Chairman Joanna Murray were instrumental in organising the lunch and 
our thanks go to them for their hard work. 
 
Along with the raffle the fundraising lunch raised £2300 for our vital 
funds. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Carolyn Boulter and 
Rosamund Wallinger  

Thank you to Rev Dan Richards 
for taking the photographs. 
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Why Futures for Women needs your support 
 
JR – Masters in Psychotherapy, London  
 
Since qualifying my business has grown and I am feeling more confident 
as a psychotherapist. I have several low cost sessions for people who can 
not afford therapy. I have also been asked to join several committees 
and I am Chair of ethics for my institute and on the ethics committee of 
the Council for Psychoanalysis and Jungian Analysis, a college of the UK 
Council for Psychotherapy.  It has been very rewarding to see the change 
and development in the people that I work with. And I am sure my 
training has also benefitted my work as a social worker. 
 
JGB (new grantee) – PhD in Trans-disciplinary Documentary 
Film, Edinburgh 

One of my recent projects has been to direct a short film called “Faith 
and I” which not only dispels stereotypical representations, but shows 
the contribution that diverse groups make to our cultures and 
communities.  The ‘Faith & I’ documentary film is the first resource of its 
kind showing the positive influence of faith in the lives of three young 
women from the Sikh, Muslim and Jewish traditions. It was produced 
partly in response to a concern with a rise in anti-Islamic and anti-Semitic 
offences in 2012. The documentary challenges religious prejudice.  On 
the 24th of November 2014, ‘Faith & I’ was premiered at the Scottish 
Storytelling Centre to a packed theatre.  It is now being used by schools 
across Scotland.   

A copy of the film can be viewed at http://www.eifa.org.uk/faith-and-i/  

LMc – Masters in Curating at Goldsmiths College, London  

I am now working as an Associate Director at Hauser and Wirth art 
gallery in Bruton, Somerset.  This is a pioneering world-class gallery and 
multi-purpose arts centre, which acts as a destination for experiencing 
art, architecture and the Somerset landscape through new and innovative 
exhibitions of contemporary art.  Centred around a core belief in 
conservation, education and sustainability, Hauser & Wirth Somerset 
offers a wide variety of special events including talks, seminars, 
workshops and screenings, as well as an extensive learning programme 
for local schools, young people and families. The centre also provides 
resources including a bookshop and dedicated learning room.  
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KG – MA in Silversmithing 
 
After graduating I won a travel bursary from the Royal Academy of Arts 
to undertake research in Heidelberg, Germany. Afterwards I produced 
“Feed Your Head”, a durational performance-based craft installation, 
whereby the artist mends herself through making.  In it time appears to 
vanish when the artist immerses herself in the processes involved, she 
gets lost in the moment, tuning out to tune in, making space for playful 
misadventure experiment and celebrating human imperfection.  It is an 
ongoing work so I intend to repeat the performance in new locations.  
There will also be a short animation film using time-lapse footage 
captured during the performance with additional footage taken by a 
talented animator and film editor with whom I am working. 
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FUTURES FOR WOMEN TODAY 

Registered Charity No 313700 
 

www.futuresforwomen.org.uk  
 
Patrons   Professor Mary Fuller      
   Victoria Glendinning CBE FRSL Hon D Litt 

Lady Hawley 
 

President   Lady Appleyard 
Vice-President Her Honour Suzanne Stewart   
 
Chairman  Ms J Murray 
Vice Chairman Mrs R Parr 
 
Trustees  Dr C Boulter, Professor J Dine, Mrs E Richards   
   Ms K Goldie-Morrison, Ms A McVittie,    
      
Secretary  Miss Jane Hampson 
   11 Church Street, Marton, Rugby, Warwicks CV23 9RL 

futuresforwomen@btinternet.com   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

If you would like to support Futures for Women please forward your 

donation to the address above.  Alternatively we can accept donations 

direct into our bank account: 
 

Barclays Bank 

Branch Sort Code: 20 – 81 – 20 

General Fund 

Account No: 70982032 
 

If you are a UK tax payer please consider completing a Gift Aid form 

which allows the charity to increase your donation by 20%.  Please 

contact the Secretary for details. 


